
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 FiveOne Music, Inc. 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Home Brew Concert: 51XO @ MGB 

Your Project Summary: 51XO's Home Brew Concert is a home grown, locally conceived, created and 

presented collaborative project between Market Garden Brewery -- champions of the Ohio City 

neighborhood of Cleveland and core leaders of Cleveland's culinary renaissance, and FiveOne 

Experimental Orchestra -- renegade new music ensemble dedicated to increasing Cleveland's art music 

literacy. The public concert features brand new works by 6 Cleveland-based composers, performed in a 

unique, nontraditional concert space. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $2580 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The project adds cultural and artistic vibrancy by offering a very unique musical experience in 

a nontraditional venue. The supplemental videos demonstrated how the project engages qualified 

professionals to inspire the community to view classical music in a fresh, contemporary way. The 

ensemble appears to be adaptive to new environments and responsive to the audience experience. The 

budget was realistic and appropriate to the scope of the project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project meets the funding criteria. Knowing the challenge of finding performance 

opportunities for new works using classical instruments is a general challenge, this project is of great 

public benefit -- exposing the public to new creative sounds. There is terrific artistic vibrancy through 

engaging talented composers and performers, while inspiring the community to think differently. There 

is clear organizational capacity as this is an ongoing project concept, with successful similar initiatives 

already complete over several years. I encourage targeting more specific goals that are more measurable, 

with an ideal view toward future growth for more audience exposure. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: For their innovative blend of classic and modern music styles and their commitment to local 

musicians and attracting younger audiences, this ensemble is of high public benefit. The partnership 

between the ensemble and the brewery is well thought out. Artistic and cultural vibrancy is high, and 

considering innovation in the way classical music is presented is important to sustaining audiences. 

Organizational capacity is stable, though the goal is a bit vague. I'm interested in the strategic plan. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This project somewhat met the funding criteria. While this is clearly a unique and innovative 

way to engage audiences, it was unclear as to the full breadth of the public benefit to the community. 

Presenting an affordable and interesting arts experience in a non-traditional space is a great concept, but 

are they filling a niche that is missing or desired? The goal set and measures for progress are appropriate. 

I would suggest taking a poll to ask about distance traveled to understand the reach of their marketing 

efforts. It is clear that they leverage the resources of their partners but it is unclear as to how they will 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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work with the broader community. The budget is clear and reasonable. The ticket prices cited are 

affordable and they clearly understand the dynamics of their audience against their projections. I would 

have liked to have seen more specificity around the link to public benefit and stronger partner/community 

engagement, but the concept is really strong. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, 51XO seems to provide public benefit by offering new music in untraditional venues that 

receptive but perhaps unexposed audiences may frequent.  Clearly 51XO is building meaningful 

relationships with stakeholders like MGB, then is welcoming the public to attend.  The artistic and cultural 

vibrancy shows on the attached video/audio samples which show qualified (although not obviously 

diverse) arts and culture professionals.  51XO's past experience lends credibility to their plan which 

demonstrates organizational capacity.  I only wish there was some more information about the audience 

to try to understand if these concerts are reaching a different audience than if they were to be held in a 

traditional concert venue. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: No, FiveOne Experimental Orchestra does not meet the funding criteria. The organization, 

which aims to inspire the community through non-traditional performances, certainly could provide great 

public benefit and contribute to lively neighborhoods. However, the proposed project does not clearly 

provide strong public benefit. I am not sure that a ticketed concert inside of a brewery is a public event, 

or an event that is welcoming to all. Additionally, I would like to understand more why Market Garden 

Brewery and Ohio City Restaurant Group aren't paying fully for the concert. The project does not have a 

measurable goal and the organization did not speak to how it collects feedback or how it uses knowledge 

of its community to drive its work. Without a very targeted, clear focus on public benefit, I can't say that 

this proposal meets the funding criteria. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


